Subj: 

Date: 

From 

To: 


Dear 
Appai 

should send in the addendum and corrections for the FUGIO book in final form by then. That it would then be 
published. I have virtually finished my work. What I still would like from you is a digital image of each side of 
your unique piece because what you sent to me since my publication needs improvement Please do that. 

In a comic strip I just read it said that at the bailout hearings each US senator was allotted a specific limited 
amount of time to comment. When one senator had not used up all of his time he said " I yield my additional ten 
minutes to a hypocrite from another state" 

At another hearing a senator asked a witness whether he had been flown to the hearing in a private corporate 
jet. The response was affirmative and that it was the same jet as the questioner used during his winter trip to 
and from Aruba on a fact finding mission. 

Keep the pot stirring. Eric 


Re: FUGIO Book Revisions 

2/27/2009 2:57:55 P.M. Central Standard Time 


ently Jon 


UdL 

)J3f6zw 


will not return from the West Indies until sometime in April and Bill Noyes said that I 


In a message dated 2/27/2009 1:18:25 P.M. Central Standard Time, 


writes: 


Eric - 

Have you abandoned your Revisions to your latest Fugio book? 

I receive inquiries rather regularly on that subject and need to have a reply for them. 
Jim/CNLF 


James C. Spilman, President 
The Colonial Newsletter Foundation, Inc. 
501 (c)3 IRS ID 23-7447639 
12017 Turnmeyer Dr. SE 
in Redstone Village 
Huntsville, AL 35803 



Get a jump start on your taxes, hind a tax professional in your neighborhood today. 



Subj: 

Date 

From: 

To: 


Re: FUGIO Book Revisions 

3/1/2009 12:24:54 P M Central Standard Time 



Dear Jim: Please correct my message to you of 2/ 27/ 09 because I used the name Oroz instead of Lusk 
It is Lusk who stays in the West Indies. Please make me a new digital colored image of your unique FUGIO as 
it deserves it. I will get it into the addenda, Thanks. Eric 

In a message dated 2/27/2009 1:18:25 P.M. Central Standard Time, cnlf.jcs@gmail.com writes: 


Eric - 


Have you abandoned your Revisions to your latest Fugio book? 

I receive inquiries rather regularly on that subject and need to have a reply for them 
Jim/CNLF 


James C. Spilman, President 
The Colonial Newsletter Foundation, Inc. 
501 (c)3 IRS ID 23-7447639 
12017 Tummeyer Dr. SE 
in Redstone Village 
Huntsville, AL 35803 

eMail: 



Get a jump start on your taxes. Find a tax professional in your neighborhood today. 




Subj: Re: FUGIO Book Revisions 

Date: 3/1/20092^41^53?^. Central Standard Time 

From: 

To: 


Dear Jim: 

I have just received yesterday a letter from Whitman that I am going to receive a specially bound copy of 
Dave's book but the letter is dated about a month ago. I think there has been a slight publication delay causing 
this confusion. I imagine you received a similar letter. Please do not delay in sending me a clearer 
colored image of your coin as you apparently sent him a nicer one than the older black and white one you sent 
me. I know coin is not in a wonderful condition but being unique it needs only its best shot. Eric. 

In a message dated 3/1/2009 2:18:17 P.M. Central Standard Time.writes: 

Eric - 

Do you have a copy of Dave Bowers' new Book on Early American Coins - just released last week? 

If so -- look at the 23-ZZ illustrated there and tell me what you think of it. NOTE: I have not yet seen 
this illustration in print. I do not yet have a copy of the book. 

Jim/CNLF 


On Fri, Feb 27, 2009 at 2:57 PM, wrote: 

Dear Jim: 

Apparently Jon Oroz will not return from the West Indies until sometime in April and Bill Noyes said 
that I should send in the addendum and corrections for the FUGIO book in final form by then. That it 
would then be published. I have virtually finished my work. What I still would like from you is a digital 
image of each side of your unique piece because what you sent to me since my publication needs 
improvement Please do that. 


In a comic strip I just read it said that at the bailout hearings each US senator was allotted a specific 
limited amount of time to comment.. When one senator had not used up all of his time he said " I 
yield my additional ten minutes to a hypocrite from another state" 

At another hearing a senator asked a witness whether he had been flown to the hearing in a private 
corporate jet. The response was affirmative and that it was the same jet as the questioner used 
during his winter trip to and from Aruba on a fact finding mission. 

Keep the pot stirring. Eric 


In a message dated 2/27/2009 1:18:25 P.M. Central Standard Time, writes: 

Eric -- 

Have you abandoned your Revisions to your latest Fugio book? 

I receive inquiries rather regularly on that subject and need to have a reply for them. 
Jim/CNLF 










James C. Spilman, President 
The Colonial Newsletter Foundation, Inc. 
501 (c)3 IRS ID 23-7447639 
12017 Tummeyer Dr. SE 
in Redstone Village 
Huntsville, AL 35803 

eMail: | 


Get a jump start on your taxes. Find a tax professional in your neighborhood today. 


James C. Spilman, President 
The Colonial Newsletter Foundation, Inc. 
501 (c)3 IRS ID 23-7447639 
12017 Turnmeyer Dr. SE 
in Redstone Village 
Huntsville, AL 35803 

eMail: ■ 


Get a jump start on your taxes. Find a tax professional in your neighborhood today. 



Subj: Re: FUGiO Book Revisions 

Date: 3/1/2009 4:07:14 P M . Central Standard Time 

From: 

To: 

ERIC - 


PERHAPS OF INTEREST TO YOU - one my latest Short Science publications (copy attached in WORD.RTF) has just been 
accepted and published on ABC News - Internet/TV/GeorgeStephenopholist. Do you find interest in this sort of thing.? 

Jim/CNLF 


On Sun, Mar 1,2009 at 3:53 PM, wrote: 

Dear Jim: 

Thank you for the detail about the image which Dave is using in his book. I certainly understand and respect your position. The 
digital equipment now being used can recolor, retouch, shade, resize, reshape grade up and do almost anything wanted to a coin 
image. 

Thank you for keeping us posted on attitudes on the Fugio images I write to share knowledge with others just as you 
do. I hope spring comes soon. Eric 


In a message dated 3/1/2009 3:17:02 P.M. Central Standard Time,writes: 


Eric - 


Apparently we have miscommunicated in our eMail somewhere across the way and time. 

The 23-ZZ illustration in Dave's book is exactly the same illustration that I have sent to you earlier. It is the best that I can 
do with the equipment to which I currently have access. 

Realizing this, I suggested that Dave have Tony Corlotto do a false color image from my B & W image by (1) by bumping 
up & smoothing the contrast, and (2) apply a copper false color-tone to the adjusted image. I am told it was very 
successful, but as I have said, I have not seen it. Attached is a NJ 62.5 obverse, FYI, that Tony accomplished from a 
rather poor B & W image in like manner to my 23-ZZ Fugio. 

I am sorry Eric that I have neither the skill, software or time to accomplish this task for you. I just cannot do it - and I had 
suggested earlier that your publisher would have these skills. Apparently not so. That’s all I can tell you Eric. If you can 
borrow a digital copy of the Fugio 23-ZZ from Dave Bowers I certainly give you permission to use it. You will need to add 
Tony's name to the colorized image copyright as well as mine for the basic image. 

And speaking of Copyright, you have a lot of numismatists out there who are furious with your failure to give credit to the 
owners of the coins and the images that you used in your book. At least one is still considering a Copyright infringement 
lawsuit against your publisher. However, I am not up to date on that situation. 

Jim/CNLF 


On Sun, Mar 1, 2009 at 2:41 PM, wrote: 

Dear Jim: 

I have just received yesterday a letter from Whitman that I am going to receive a specially bound copy of Dave's book 
but the letter is dated about a month ago. I think there has been a slight publication delay causing this confusion. I 
imagine you received a similar letter. Please do not delay in sending me a clearer colored image of your coin as you 
apparently sent him a nicer one than the older black and white one you sent me. I know coin is not in a wonderful 
condition but being unique it needs only its best shot. Eric. 


In 


a message dated 3/1/2009 2:18:17 P.M. Central Standard Time,| 


writes: 


Eric -- 


Do you have a copy of Dave Bowers' new Book on Early American Coins -- just released last week? 

If so -- look at the 23-ZZ illustrated there and tell me what you think of it. NOTE: I have not yet seen this 
illustration in print. I do not yet have a copy of the book. 

Jim/CNLF 












wrote: 



On Fri, Feb 27, 2009 at 2:57 PM, 

Dear Jim: 

Apparently Jon Oroz will not return from the West Indies until sometime in April and Bill Noyes said that I 
should send in the addendum and corrections for the FUGIO book in final form by then That it would then be 
published. I have virtually finished my work What I still would like from you is a digital image of each side of 
your unique piece because what you sent to me since my publication needs improvement Please do that 

In a comic strip I just read it said that at the bailout hearings each US senator was allotted a specific limited 
amount of time to comment.. When one senator had not used up all of his time he said " I yield my additional 
ten minutes to a hypocrite from another state" 

At another hearing a senator asked a witness whether he had been flown to the hearing in a private corporate 
jet. The response was affirmative and that it was the same jet as the questioner used during his winter trip to 
and from Aruba on a fact finding mission. 

Keep the pot stirring. Eric 


In a message dated 2/27/2009 1:18:25 P.M. Central Standard Time, writes: 



Eric -- 


Have you abandoned your Revisions to your latest Fugio book? 
receive inquiries rather regularly on that subject and need to have a reply for them 
Jim/CNLF 


James C Spilman, President 
The Colonial Newsletter Foundation, Inc. 
501 (c)3 IRS ID 23-7447639 
12017 Turnmeyer Dr. SE 
in Redstone Village 
Huntsville, AL 35803 



Get a jump start on your taxes. Find a tax professional in your neighborhood today. 


James C Spilman, President 
The Colonial Newsletter Foundation, Inc. 
501 (c)3 IRS ID 23-7447639 
12017 Turnmeyer Dr.. SE 
in Redstone Village 
Huntsville, AL 35803 


aMail: 



Get a jump start on your taxes. Find a tax professional in your neighborhood today. 


James C. Spilman, President 
The Colonial Newsletter Foundation, Inc. 
501(c)3 IRS ID 23-7447639 






12017 Turnmeyer Dr. SE 
in Redstone Village 
Huntsville, AL 35803 

eMail: 


Get a jump start on your taxes. Find a tax professional in your neighborhood today. 


James C. Spilman, President 
The Colonial Newsletter Foundation, Inc. 
501 (c)3 IRS ID 23-7447639 
12017 Turnmeyer Dr. SE 
in Redstone Village 
Huntsville, AL 35803 


eMail: 


Apr. 


2009 12:34PM 314 7221030 


No. 0229 P. 1 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 
6450 Cecil Avenue, Jt Louis, ‘Missouri 63105 
April 10, 2009 


Mr. Bill Noyes 
P.O. Box 428 

Monument Beach, MA 02555 
Dear Bill: 

We have discussed an amendment to the FUGIO book from time to time , and I enclosed a new 
draft of the additions and corrections. I want your input before I send a copy to Jon 

My new idea is to have it prepared by you and Jon, and instead of making printings to send to 
those who have already bought or received the original book to post it on internet. This will not 
only save printing and mailing costs but will eliminate the determination of who is entitled to the 
supplement. People can make a printout from the posting on the internet. 

This will enable a printout to be made in such a way the individual pages can be put into the 
book in the proper places. 

You will note that a new page 102-GG is recommended because I tried to change and improve 
the text portions. You may be able to improve it further. The mistake of one variety' image you 
will correct with a new page or a substituted image. The improvement of the image of 23-ZZ 
can be colored red brown using the new image Spilman sent. 

I want to check the setting of text type because I didn’t get to do that in the original printing. 
Please feel free to suggest improvements, etc. 


Time flies. 
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No. 0713 P. 1/1 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecif Jtveniu, St Louis, Missouri 63105 

September 14, 2009 


Canada 

Dear Mt. Hoover: 

It may not be customary for a writer to review a review of that writer’s book, but after the ANS 
publication of your review of my FUGIO book, I thought there needed to be a comment. I was 
away for the summer and my magazine mail was not forwarded to me, thus the delay. 

I fully realized on reading your review how much study and thinking you devoted to the subject 
matter, and I appreciate and thank you for your work. 

Your recognition that the content was not adequately edited or commented upon by peers or 
others before publication was right on target. I feel I was not given sufficient time to do so as the 
project was suggested by the publisher and a deadline for publication was enforced. There was 
another publication on the subject in process, but I did not then know much about it 1 have 
heard rumors that it is being worked on. 

After publication of my book, I obtained an agreement that an addenda and errata would be 
disseminated and that is in the works. I prepared a text on such hoped for improvements many 
months ago and hope it will be available soon. 

- , , * 1 
I located a photo copy of the “slip” included with the sale of the and it has “Chicago” and 

the “1875” date printed in the same type as the text. Whether this slip was issued without a date 
prior to 1875,1 do not know although AJN would have mentioned that fact if the editors knew 
about it, I believe. I feel that Rust was moie deceptive than you seem to feel. There are so many 
factual episodes as to his discovery, his actions and his writings that are not clear that it is not 
easy to assert some facts with certainty. Even others involved later including Crosby’s 
informants did not help to clear up what was going on. 

Any further suggestions you have on the topic are most welcome as I think I have time to amend 
we can meet some time, but I am available by email at 
by telephone As you may know, we run a 

Money Museum at Washington University in St. Louis. 



Eric F. Newman. Pres 


Mr. Oliver D Hoover 



ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 
6450 CecilAvenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 
October 5,2009 


Dr Harry E. Salyards 
Editor of Penny-Wise 
606 N. Minnesota Ave. 
Hastings, NE 68901 


Dear Harry: 


On p. 259 et seq. of the September 2009 P-W there’s a beginning of FUGIO CENT DIE STUD Y written by 
Michael S. McLaughlin. There are several thoughts which come to mind as I read this wonderful contribution 
to the subject. 


You indicated that this item will be published in following issues of P-W into 2011. We would like to combine 
all segments into one folder or booklet for ourselvesn-thus will you send us an extra copy of the lust 
McLaughlin segment and one extra of each of the following segments? Perhaps you or the author intends to 
publish a complete assembly after the P-W publications; but in the meanwhile, a grouping of the segments is 
needed by us and perhaps others. What is your thinking on the matter? 


As you know, I had assembled, written and had published in 2008 a book entitled UNITED STATES FUGIO 
COPPER COINAGE OF 1787. I included a mention of McLaughlin’s contribution to the field. 1 attempted to 
point out that the coinage was not the denomination of CENT. I might suggest that in subsequent segments of 
McLaughlin’s study this might be modified accordingly as no mention of the word CENT is in the 1 /8 / 
proceedings. Also the weight agreed upon did not conform to the 1785 statutory requirements of the 
denomination of the copper cent. The first segment of McLaughlin’s kindly reference to my early work-in 
1952 should also be January-February 1949 as revised in 1952. I was then wrong in using the word CENT, but 
J did not know better then. Arepnntofmy 1949 article is in my 2008 book. Should I contact McLaughlin or 
do you wish to do it? I don’t remember any contact I have ever had with him. 


Lastly I want to mention that I have almost prepared and am discussing with the publishers of my 2008 FUGIO 
book an Addenda and Errata for it. Would you be interested in publishing that. I would include a reference to 
McLaughlin’s work but would not use any of his data. Is this a practical idea for the benefit ot your readers at 
an appropriate time? As you may know, I write only for pleasure and on a not for profit basis just as you and 
many others do. 


1 hope you follow your medical profession’s advice to remain healthy, vigorous and stay in action. I am so 
lucky to be writing at my age. 


The Rittenhouse Society needs more people like you. 


Thrive., _ 


Eric P. Newman, President 


606 N. Minnesota Ave. 
Hastings, NE 68901 
October 10, 2009 


Dear Eric, 

Thank you for your very kind letter. 

Obviously, I would be delighted to send you duplicate copies of all the issues in which the Fugio 
Coppers Die Study appears (making that simple correction in the title is certainly easy enough to 
do). 

1 enclose a copy of the cover letter McLaughlin sent me, on the same CD that includes the 
various die files. As you can see, it seems that this project has lain dormant on his end for some 
years . I, of course, was aware of your 2008 contribution to the literature on the subject; so I had 
to wonder if, in fact, it wasn’t your publication that finally stirred him to do something with the 
information he had accumulated. Not that he ever said so, obviously; but it made me wonder. 

Anyway, his email address is included in the letter. His business address is. 


Dale City Recreation Center 
14300 Minnieville Road 
Dale City, VA 22193 


I think it would be great for you to contact him. It might just prompt him to “get on” with the 
rest of his contemplated project. 


I would be very pleased to publish an Addenda & Errata to your book. 


I shall do my best to remain healthy and vigorous—and you do the same, my friend! 


Warm personal regards. 



Harry E. Salyards 






ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 CeciCAvenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Mr. Michael S. McLaughlin 
Dale City Recreation Center 
14300 Minnieville Rd. 

Dale City, VA 22193 

Dear Michael: 

When I read the first segment of your recent FUGIO die studies in the current EAC. I wrote Harry 
Salyards to obtain your address because I wanted to congratulate you and contact you. 

You may know that in 2008 there was published UNITED STATES FUGIO COPPER COINAGE OF 
1787 with me as the author. Cooperative assistance had been furnished by many others. Your name was 
included in the text along with many others who previously researched or published on the subject. My 
main thrust was to give more detail as to FUGIO history and to try to clear up the New Haven finds and 
the “restrike" manipulations as well as to include beautiful images of the die varieties, and some data on 
major die breaks, errors, die wear strikings and oddities. I did not undertake to cover your prior original 
work on the detail of die states, die combination order, die clashing variations, etc. because I felt your 
work was well done, and I had no idea you were planning to revise it and republish it. I tried to make my 
presentation as simple as possible. 

There was pending and may still be pending for publication by others a FUGIO condition consensus 
along with other thoughts. 

As to my 2008 book, due to limited press review and time pressure by this publisher, there are some 
additions and corrections I feel should be made and P-W is willing to publish them. I welcome any 
suggestions you care to make for them. In my additions I would mention your studies for readers to go to. 

I write for pleasure just as I assume you do. I have always tried to help others research and write on 
American numismatic topics. Above all. I try to avoid any controversial situations and try to respect the 
opinions of others. 


October 19, 2009 




c: Harry Salyards 


Eric P. Newman. President 


Michael McLaughlin^^^^^^^^l 

RE: Your research 

November 9, 2009 4:10:46 PM CST 


greetings harry, _ 

i hope all is well with you and yours, my postal address is | _ 

unfortunately the card accompanying the disc was from years ago, back when i was younger and 
friskier, excellant, now that i have mr. newman's address i'll post a copy of the "files" on disc to him. 
it will be a day or so before i get to the post office, so if you want to contact him with the info 
and alert him to the incoming post, do so. if there is anything else you need let me know, michael 

> Froi 



> To: 


> Subject: Your research 

> Date: Sun, 8 Nov 2009 13:32:55 -0600 

> 

> Dear Michael, 

> 

> Eric Newman has been trying to contact you. He needs a snail mail 

> address. (I gave him the Dale City Recreation Center one, on the back 

> of the business card you enclosed with the Fugio files disc, and his 

> letter came back to him--'No Such Person at this Address’. Could you 

> either send me an address, or contact him directly, at 6450 Cecil 

> Ave., St. Louis, MO 63105? We'd both appreciate it! 

> 

> Thanks, 

> 

> Harry. 


Windows 7: Unclutter your desktop. Learn more. 









Re: Happy Holidays 

12/25/2009 11:27:05 P.M. Central Standard Time 


Subj: 

Date: 



My guess is there would have been a drawing first (Franklin did it.or had someone do it for the paper 

money), then a single circular punch (?) or perhaps a 2-circle punch, like a 2 or 3-digit dentil punch. Thus, 

one circle could be positioned into a punched circle, keeping it even.both in spacing and depth. 

Perhaps, a screw press was used to impress the punch into the master die, thus the pressure could have 
been keep fairly constant. Once the 13 circles were in the master die, a hub could be made so that 
multiple dies could be made. 



Se nt: Dec 25, 2009 4:40 P M 
Subject: Re: Happy Holidays 


JD So if you and many others are satisfied with a single punch (as I agree) how did they cut a 
single punch or matrix by dividing a circle in 13 equal parts and smoothly cutting all of the 
overlaps and underlaps in identical appearance to each other? The copies are 75 years later but 
are extremely well cut. Eric 

In a message dated 12/25/2009 1:31:10 P.M. Central Standard 
writes: 


Dear Eric, 

I have always thought it was a single punch, as it is so consistent. I will get your new 
book out and look at them with an open mind, however, as Kraljevich mentioned this 
question to me a while ago. 

Engravers have been quite good for a couple thousand years, so anything is possible! 
Best, 

JD 


-Oriqina^essaa^^- 

From:|^H^H|^^^| 

Se nt: Dec 25, 2009 11:33 AM 

Subject: Re: Happy Holidays 
Dear JD: 

This is Xmas Day and as you may know Messrs. Guth and Hall are interested in 
sending someone here in the future to take pictures etc and indicated that you 
will come as well. I will talk to you about that in due course. 

But in the meanwhile I have a problem right down your alley. I have written and 
studied the FUGIO coppers for a while. Each of the 13 overlapping rings on the 
reverse have two overlays and two underlays at their overlaps. They are all very 
smooth. I have wondered for ages as to how the dies were cut with such 
precision. Was the circle of rings a single punch or multiple punching? How was 














it done? Please search your brain a while Your friend Eric 

In a message dated 12/23/2009 11:58:56 A M Central Standard Time. 
■ writes: 


Hi Eric, 

I have been neglectful in corresponding lately with my St. Louis friend I have 
deen immersed in my new work on US Proof coinage, which has now expanded 
to three volumes and over 1200 pages! 

Hope you and yours have a wonderful holiday and will stop by and say hello on 
my next trip to St. Louis. 

V'our Memphis friend, 

JD 







r simonetti conversation follow up 

2/17/2010 3:36:32 P.M. Central Standard Time 


Subj: 

Date: 

From: 

To: 

Eric, 

I enjoyed speaking with you again and appreciate your time. 

I gave Robert Kaufmann your telephone number and he's looking forward to speaking with you 
about the many Fugio coppers he purchased at the Ford sale. 

Richard 

Richard Simonetti 
Independent Agent 
Goldberg Coins 
Beverly Hills, C A 90212 
HTel. 

^^^^■cell 

www.aoldberacoins.com 



E-Mail may contain confidential information that is covered by the Electronic Communications Privacy Act, 18 U.S.C. Sections 2510- 
2521, and is legally privileged. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. 




ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecif Jtvenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


May 25, 2010 


Mr. Bradley S. Karoleff 
P.O. Box 135 
Harrison, OH 45030 

Dear Brad: 

In your recent CW in May you mentioned that some collectors wished to design the FUGIO 
coppers as FUGIO “cents”. This was contrary to my view as stated in my recent book on the 
publication. I thought it might be helpful to you to suggest that you might discuss the matter 
further in your CW column and want to give you a few thoughts. 

Naturally anyone has the right to his or her opinion on any subject, and, therefore, this letter is 
not intended to be argumentative. I am sure you have read the extensive article by Franklin L. 
Noel in the Spring 2010, C4, Volume 18, No. 1. 

I suggest that you might point out that the word “cents” was not used in any of the private 
proposals for the coinage in 1787 when the Jarvis proposal was accepted. I also do not find any 
description of the FUGIO copper coinage designation as cents either in the subsequent 
controversies with Jarvis or otherwise in the 18 th Century material. 

J he point is also made by Noel that there was no approval by the Congress of the Confederation 
of the action of the Committee changing the name of the coin and that the word “cents” still 
stands. The Congress did nothing after the Committee action. The Committee felt that it had the 
power to authorize the design, weight and details for the coinage and to approve a contract for 
the coinage itself. If the Committee did not have the power to do what it did, then the first 
United States coinage might not have been authorized by the Committee’s action. Intention and 
legality are difficult to determine long after the event. 

I will be glad to give you facts which I know of if I can be of further help. 


Kindest regards. 



Eric P. Newman, President 

Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society 


Subj: Re: Connecticut Paper Emission Question 

Date: 12/24/2010 6:16:29 P.M. Central Standard Time 

From: 

To: 

Hello Eric, 

In the spirit of Chrismas, here is the presenation I made in Boston. 

I am certain Fugios were made in New Haven, I just can't necessarily 
prove ALL of them were made in New Haven. 

Merry Christmas ! 

Randy C. 

On Fri, Dec 24, 2010 at 12:52 PM, wrote: 

Dear Randy 

The Mattatuck die is a mid 19th century copy engraved by Scovill. I imaged it in my book. They found it 
after I urged them to look for it as they knew they had it but they had a change in their curatorial 
personnel and could not find it for a while. There are no known legitimate restrikes of any original 
FUGIO dies that I know of. I have urged that the word restrike be eliminated as to the very many pieces 
which are only copies or retrikes of copies but the word restrike has been used for so long as to those 
copies that the catalogers do not seem to want to change (possibly for higher value reasons). 

There is a comment you made that the Jarvis FUGIOS became worthless. By the time they were 
coined the value of copper had become depressed and FUGIO coppers were unacceptable at any 
more than similar weight state coinage (except Massachusetts copper coinage which met the Federal 
standard weight). 

I believe that the preliminary FUGIO design trial dies which Rust said he obtained in 1859 in 
Connecticut were genuine and were merely those which Jarvis had on hand and of no further use to 
him. That is another reason why I recognize the probability that the FUGIOS were struck in New 
Haven by Broome and Platt. 

When Jarvis went back to Europe after his wife died he might have been hoping that ha could change 
the mind of Boulton or someone but he was running away from his problems in America. 

As far as the shape of the Connecticut die fronts I always believed that the die breaks indicated that the 
front was round. 

Perhaps my above words are only an Xmas gift of gab. Eric 



In a message dated 12/23/2010 11:36:57 P.M. Central Standard Time,^J^^ 
writes: 

Hello Eric, 

I tend to focus on 18th century aspects of colonial coinage, by nature. 

There are many peers and colleagues of mine who enjoy the 19th century 
and early 20th century aspects of collecting. The Horatio Rust claims 
of finding original dies seemed to have been clearly debunked, by your 
work as well as others. I believe at least one of those die are still in existence, 
recalling something about either Scovill or Mattatuck (both in Waterbury, 

CT) having one in a museum. It would be interesting to inspect a die on a 
future visit back to my home town, assuming it was accessible to the public. 

I tend to think of Betts pieces and these Fugio restrikes in the same 
fantasy category, although the Betts pieces are far more crude. 

The shape of a legitimate CT copper or Fugio coining die has always been 
a mystery to me. It is hoped looking at offset and double stuck coinage 
would one day help understand whether cylindrical die were used, or 




square die with either a flat or cylindrical face One would need to understand 
the physical layout of the coining screw to determine which portion of 
the screw press turned, which didn’t and where/how the die was held on 
top and bottom. 

The Rust era dies were cylindrical, if memory serves correctly. Perhaps it 
is known what the first federal large cent presses used for die. It is possible 
similar approaches were used at the various state and early federal mints. 

I am intrigued by materials resting in your packing box full of Connecticut 
copper files How would you describe the nature of it's contents ? 

Holidays have typically provided a necessary break from the Silicon Valley 
hustle bustle to allow time for more considered hobby work. My children 
also enjoy me being home to provide chauffeur, logistical and monetary 
support (smile). Making laptops a most necessary an appreciated appliance. 

Be well, 

Randy C. 

On Thu, Dec 23, 2010 at 12:26 PM wrote: 

Dear Randy: 

I appreciate all of your alternates as to whether Jarvis was doing what he had to do or wanted to do 
in connection with all of the difficulties and dishonest associates he had with the FUGIO copper 
coinage What was then morally or legally right or wrong is as hard to determine then as it is now. 
Other facts about the Connecticut Mint that I want to be sure you know of were stated in my recent 
book on FUGIO COPPERS which Horatio Rust's writings and findings about FUGIO preliminary dies 
being located in New Haven in 1859 and supposedly found at the old Broome and Platt store. Rust 
was a promoter and either had a poor memory or lied at convenience. If you wish to comment on 
this further please do 

As to your possible visit to St. Louis to see my museum and Connecticut file you are welcome at 
mutual convenience. 

Holiday research is right down my alley too Eric 


In a message dated 12/23/2010 12:59:42 P M Central Standard 
writes: 

Hello, Eric. 

It would be a pleasure to review the materials in your packing box of CT copper files 
Perhpas one day I will be able to visit the St. Louis area to see the museum 

James Jarvis and the tragic death of his wife Amelia during the winter of 1788 was written 
up in Dr. Ezra Stile's diary in quite dramatic fashion, as were eulogies in contemporary 
New Haven newspapers Dr Stiles' account shows James Jarvis and one of Samuel 
Broome's sons riding from New York City at 3am - 90 miles to New Haven in 13 1/2 
hours - on news of her death. Dr. Stiles states "I was present at Mr. Broome's at their 
mournful arrival It was a House of Sorrow a& Lamentation". Amelia Broome was only 
24 years old and they were preparing a voyage to London the following week. She was 
apparently much loved in the area. The Broomes and Platts entertained many dignitaries 
during the era, and certainly had a vibrant commercial business. 

Many people believe Jarvis' European trip was self imposed exile to avoid creditors 
(and it may have been the stimulus for the trip), but what a lonely man must have 
crossed the ocean that year. I prefer to view Jarvis as a tragic character, trying 
the fast track to success but often naively and associating with the wrong crowd. 

I honestly believe the use of federal copper for Connecticut coinage was conducted 
as a loan of copper, on paper from his two "mints", with the intention being its 
replacement once a European source of much more significant quantities was 
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secured. Was that risky ? Of course, in retrospect. While the intent was federal 
copper stock be coined into Fugio coinage, I suspect there was no explicit 
requirement that stock could not be otherwise employed as long as the 
federal contract delivery terms were met. I believe the Broome/Platt/Jarvis 
consortium saw ratification of the constitution coming, and understood 
their business venture into CT coinage would soon be concluding as state 
■ights to do so were eliminated. Their conclusion apparently being make 
the short term revenue off state coinage now, backfill the copper stock 
from other sources, and deliver the federal coinage afterwards. Too bad 
the Dutch financing and English planchet source for continuing federal 
coinage efforts could not be secured. 

I do not see the copper use as blatantly criminal, as others in literature have 
viewed it. Many businessman take risks in investments and decision making. 

Was Jarvis' use of copper stock for CT state coinage an attempt to defraud 
the federal government ? I believe not. He documented it. His contract 
was rightfully voided by the US government for non-performance, although 
suspect congress would have extended his timing if copper had not so 
cadly devalued to make Fugio cents essentially worthless anyway. 

Did Jarvis owe the government the value of the federal copper stock ? Of 
course ... and any flight he did to avoid paying this back (if that was, in fact, 
iis reason for traveling to Europe) was certainly illegal. But the redirection 
of copper from federal to state usage - as an act -1 do not believe was 
technically illegal. 

But perhaps I have been on the left (west) coast too long and have developed a 
oleeding heart (smile). Or perhaps because I was raised only a few miles 
north of New Haven I wish to only see the best of local characters. 

All this Fugio investigation is an aside to my main research of the CT 
state copper contract, production and biographies. The CT and Fugio 
series are forever linked by the entwined Broome/Platt/Jarvis mints. 

Best wishes for the holidays, 

Randy C. 

On Wed, Dec 22, 2010 at 5:35 PM, wrote: 

Dear Randy: 

I presume that you have the data that James Jarvis, the head of the Fugio undertaking, 
was married to the daughter of either Broome or Platt (they were brothers in law as 
well) and so it is likely Jarvis used the family mint for his Fugio striking. His wife died near 
the time all this striking was going on I believe. I think there was some deception in what 
the Connecticut Mint was producing. 

I have a 12" by 12" by 15" packing box full of Connecticut copper files but I presume you 
have all that data already. 

Damon Douglass was a wonderful researcher but his various ms were never finished to 
his satisfaction do his publications were limited. 

Happy New Year Eric 

lr^Tiessag^latecM2/21/2010 10:12:34 P.M. Central Standard Time, 

[ writes: 


Hello Eric, 

Please, call me Randy. 

The succinct answer for CT copper is New Haven minted and inspected CT 
coppers into 1788 

under the "Copper Mint Company" as run by Jarvis/Broome/Platt. All references 


Saturday, December 25, 2010 AOL: EricNumis 
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o the prior 

earn (Company for Coining Coppers) do appear to end in July 1787. This is 
i (videnced by 

3 latt references to CT copper inspections in Oct 1787 and May 1788 . . as well as 
lumerous 

I stings of wages and coining actiivity to Sept 1788. Some interesting employees, 
;is well. 

ncluding the obvious Abel Buell, but also his son, Benjamin Buell, and Jotham 
: enton, who 

’ vould later be the first person in America to make a reflecting telescope. 

‘he succint answer for Fugio coppers is less clear, but I agree with Damon 
)ouglass that 

1 he Fugio coppers are likely to have all been made in New Haven, as well. At least 
2,110 lbs 

of them (which is more than the Fed accounted for) listed by the "Federal Mint" 
i intries in 

the Platt documentation. All were shipped to New York on or before April 24, 

788, which 

ends support to coining activity from April to September being CT copper in 
nature. 

, Vs you may expect, discussing the supporting evidence is a longer conversation 
t sounds 

ke you may have been given a copy of my C4 Boston presentation. The attached 
was 

written for the C4 Newsletter I apologize if the style is difficult to read, I am an 
i ingineer 

I >y trade and used to disseminating information rather than making interesting 
leading (smile). 

would be happy to discuss supporting information in more detail. I am delinquent 
n getting 

ill the findings into the public domain, and beg everyone's forgiveness that family 
ind job 

ntrude to slow hobby oriented research, despite one's desires 

test Regards, 

Randy C 

On Tue, Dec 21, 2010 at 3:46 PM wrote: 

Dear Mr Clark: 

One of the complex problems I have encountered in the past was whether and 
how long the Connecticut minting facility in New Haven was used to coin Fugio 
coppers and possibly used the copper supply obtained from the US government 
by Duer for Fugio coinage. I would like for you to tell me what you know about 
this matter as I have been told that the few late 1787 and early 1788 
Connecticut Mint records do not appear to be reliable and may have been part 
of a cover up. You have a hot potato in your hands. Merry 

Christmas Eric P. Newman 

lj | ^^Tessag^iatecM2/20/2010 8:35:58 P M Central Standard Time, 
writes: 


Happy Holidays ! 

'hank you for the discussion. I will continue looking for 
lotes signed by Pierpont (Pierrepont) Edwards as time 
oils on. If I find one, I will send you a note 

The importance of 1785-1788 era CT copper mint proponents 


Saturday, December 25, 2010 AOL: EricNumis 






Samuel Bishop, Joseph Hopkins and Pierpont Edwards 
signing CT October 1777 dated minor notes is not understood. 

One could assume the three were in long term support of 
r linor coinage, be it paper of copper, to facilitate the New 
Haven area economy. Or, one could assume it was their 
civic responsibility in 1777 and financial opportunism in 
1785. The three gentlemen were strictly legislative supporters 
i nd financiers of the mint - none would involve themselves in 
cay-to-day copper mint activities. Either way, it makes an 
interesting reason for a CT copper specialist (such as myself) 
t) invest in a few paper notes. 

With James Jarvis signing March 1776 NY notes - and his 
te in to CT copper... well, that is presumed to be 
c pportunism on his part - at least by reputation. 

[ e well during the holidays and thank you for your response. 

F :andy Clark 
J an Jose, CA 

/, Connecticut Yankee in a Silicon Valley "Court" 

On Mon, Dec 20, 2010 at 10:34 AM. wrote: 

Dear Randy Clark: 

I have never kept data on which signatures of authorized signers on 
early paper money bills have been found. My primary problem was 
whether a signer was not authorized, particularly on counterfeits or 
bills signed by a substitute. As you point out there were authorized 
signers who were unavailable or not needed. 

The tie in of Connecticut copper coinage participants and paper 
money signers is new to me. 

If there is any other need of yours where I can be of help please feel 
free to call on me. 

I hope you are having a happy holiday season. Thrive. 

Eric P. Newman 


In a message dated 12/17/2010 1 1:14:16 A.M. Central Standard 
writes: 

Fjlello Eric, 

I hope the holidays find you well. 

I am an avid collector of Connecticut coppers and have been 
r ^searching the area/period history for many years in 
f reparation 

f )r an eventual book on the topic. Ray Williams and I were 
r =cently discussing mint participants who signed paper notes 
c s 

vrell (ex: James Jarvis and New York notes dated March 5, 

1776). 

5 everal CT coppers characters were authorized to sign 
Connecticut 

Small Change Bills from an emission dated October 11, 

1777. 

I i your book "The Early Paper Money of America", the 
r Levant 

Signers are: Samuel Bishop, Pierrepont Edwards and 
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Joseph 

Hopkins (all financiers of the Connecticut copper mint). 

I have found examples of notes signed by Bishop and 
Hopkins, 

but have never found/seen one signed by Pierrepont 
Edwards. 

Do you know if examples of his notes have ever been found, 
or was he simply authorized to do so (but never did) ? 

Thank you for any insight you have on this topic ... and 
Happy Holidays, 


Randy Clark 
San Jose, CA 






In the presentation from C4 Boston I sent you, there are snippets 
from the Platt/Broome account book showing shipments to NYC 
of coined federal coppers and transfer of copper stock from the 
"federal" mint to the "state" mint. If you have any remaining 
reservations about Fugios being minted in New Haven, please let 
me know and we can discuss further. 

Happy New Year, 

Randy C. 


On Fri, Dec 24, 2010 at 12:52 PM, wrote: 

Dear Randy 

The Mattatuck die is a mid 19th century copy engraved by Scovill. I imaged it in my book. They 
found it after I urged them to look for it as they knew they had it but they had a change in their 
curatorial personnel and could not find it for a while. There are no known legitimate restrikes of any 
original FUGIO dies that I know of. I have urged that the word restrike be eliminated as to the 
very many pieces which are only copies or retrikes of copies but the word restrike has been used 
for so long as to those copies that the catalogers do not seem to want to change (possibly for 
higher value reasons). 

There is a comment you made that the Jarvis FUGIOS became worthless. By the time they were 
coined the value of copper had become depressed and FUGIO coppers were unacceptable at any 
more than similar weight state coinage (except Massachusetts copper coinage which met the 
Federal standard weight). 

I believe that the preliminary FUGIO design trial dies which Rust said he obtained in 1859 in 
Connecticut were genuine and were merely those which Jarvis had on hand and of no further use 
to him. That is another reason why I recognize the probability that the FUGIOS were struck in New 
Haven by Broome and Platt. 

When Jarvis went back to Europe after his wife died he might have been hoping that ha could 
change the mind of Boulton or someone but he was running away from his problems in America. 

As far as the shape of the Connecticut die fronts I always believed that the die breaks indicated 
that the front was round. 

Perhaps my above words are only an Xmas gift of gab. Eric 


In a message dated 12/23/2010 11:36:57 P.M. Central Standard Time.^B^^ 
writes: 

Hello Eric, 

I tend to focus on 18th century aspects of colonial coinage, by nature. 

There are many peers and colleagues of mine who enjoy the 19th century 
and early 20th century aspects of collecting. The Horatio Rust claims 
of finding original dies seemed to have been clearly debunked, by your 
work as well as others. I believe at least one of those die are still in existence, 
recalling something about either Scovill or Mattatuck (both in Waterbury, 

CT) having one in a museum. It would be interesting to inspect a die on a 
future visit back to my home town, assuming it was accessible to the public. 

I tend to think of Betts pieces and these Fugio restrikes in the same 
fantasy category, although the Betts pieces are far more crude. 

The shape of a legitimate CT copper or Fugio coining die has always been 
a mystery to me. It is hoped looking at offset and double stuck coinage 
would one day help understand whether cylindrical die were used, or 
square die with either a flat or cylindrical face. One would need to understand 
the physical layout of the coining screw ... to determine which portion of 




he screw press turned, which didn't and where/how the die was held on 
op and bottom 

The Rust era dies were cylindrical, if memory serves correctly. Perhaps it 
s known what the first federal large cent presses used for die It is possible 
similar approaches were used at the various state and early federal mints. 

am intrigued by materials resting in your packing box full of Connecticut 
:opper files. How would you describe the nature of it's contents ? 

Holidays have typically provided a necessary break from the Silicon Valley 
lustle bustle to allow time for more considered hobby work My children 
also enjoy me being home to provide chauffeur, logistical and monetary 
support (smile). Making laptops a most necessary an appreciated appliance. 

3e well, 

Randy C 

Dn Thu, Dec 23, 2010 at 12:26 PM wrote: 

Dear Randy: 

I appreciate all of your alternates as to whether Jarvis was doing what he had to do or 
wanted to do in connection with all of the difficulties and dishonest associates he had 
with the FUGIO copper coinage What was then morally or legally right or wrong is as 
hard to determine then as it is now 

Other facts about the Connecticut Mint that I want to be sure you know of were stated in 
my recent book on FUGIO COPPERS which Horatio Rust's writings and findings about 
FUGIO preliminary dies being located in New Haven in 1859 and supposedly found at 
the old Broome and Platt store. Rust was a promoter and either had a poor memory or 
lied at convenience. If you wish to comment on this further please do. 

As to your possible visit to St. Louis to see my museum and Connecticut file you are 
welcome at mutual convenience. 

Holiday research is right down my alley too Eric 


In a message dated 12/23/2010 12:59:42 P.M Central Standard Time, 
H writes: 


Hello, Eric. 

t would be a pleasure to review the materials in your packing box of CT copper 
lies. 

3 erhpas one day 1 will be able to visit the St. Louis area to see the museum. 

James Jarvis and the tragic death of his wife Amelia during the winter of 1788 
vas written 

jp in Dr. Ezra Stile's diary in quite dramatic fashion, as were eulogies in 
:ontemporary 

view Haven newspapers. Dr Stiles' account shows James Jarvis and one of 
Samuel 

3roome's sons riding from New York City at 3am - 90 miles to New Haven in 13 
1/2 

lours - on news of her death. Dr. Stiles states "I was present at Mr. Broome's at 
:heir 

nournful arrival. It was a House of Sorrow a& Lamentation". Amelia Broome 
vas only 

24 years old and they were preparing a voyage to London the following week. 
She was 

apparently much loved in the area The Broomes and Platts entertained many 
Jignitaries 

luring the era, and certainly had a vibrant commercial business. 





Many people believe Jarvis' European trip was self imposed exile to avoid 
(reditors 

(and it may have been the stimulus for the trip), but what a lonely man must 
have 

(rossed the ocean that year. I prefer to view Jarvis as a tragic character, trying 
lie fast track to success but often naively and associating with the wrong crowd. 

I honestly believe the use of federal copper for Connecticut coinage was 
conducted 

< is a loan of copper, on paper from his two "mints", with the intention being its 
replacement once a European source of much more significant quantities was 

: ecured. Was that risky ? Of course, in retrospect. While the intent was federal 
copper stock be coined into Fugio coinage, I suspect there was no explicit 
requirement that stock could not be otherwise employed as long as the 
federal contract delivery terms were met. I believe the Broome/Platt/Jarvis 
consortium saw ratification of the constitution coming, and understood 
their business venture into CT coinage would soon be concluding as state 
rights to do so were eliminated. Their conclusion apparently being make 
the short term revenue off state coinage now, backfill the copper stock 
Pom other sources, and deliver the federal coinage afterwards. Too bad 
lie Dutch financing and English planchet source for continuing federal 
coinage efforts could not be secured. 

I do not see the copper use as blatantly criminal, as others in literature have 
viewed it. Many businessman take risks in investments and decision making. 
Was Jarvis' use of copper stock for CT state coinage an attempt to defraud 
1 ie federal government ? I believe not. He documented it. His contract 
was rightfully voided by the US government for non-performance, although 
I suspect congress would have extended his timing if copper had not so 
badly devalued to make Fugio cents essentially worthless anyway. 

Did Jarvis owe the government the value of the federal copper stock ? Of 

< ourse ... and any flight he did to avoid paying this back (if that was, in fact, 
tiis reason for traveling to Europe) was certainly illegal. But the redirection 
of copper from federal to state usage - as an act -1 do not believe was 
technically illegal. 

But perhaps I have been on the left (west) coast too long and have developed a 
bleeding heart (smile). Or perhaps because I was raised only a few miles 
i orth of New Haven I wish to only see the best of local characters. 

> Jl this Fugio investigation is an aside to my main research of the CT 
: tate copper contract, production and biographies. The CT and Fugio 

< eries are forever linked by the entwined Broome/Piatt/Jarvis mints. 

i Jest wishes for the holidays, 

Kandy C. 

On Wed, Dec 22, 2010 at 5:35 PM. wrote: 

Dear Randy: 

I presume that you have the data that James Jarvis, the head of the Fugio 
undertaking, was married to the daughter of either Broome or Platt (they were 
brothers in law as well) and so it is likely Jarvis used the family mint for his 
Fugio striking. His wife died near the time all this striking was going on I 
believe. I think there was some deception in what the Connecticut Mint was 
producing. 

I have a 12" by 12" by 15" packing box full of Connecticut copper files but I 
presume you have all that data already. 

Damon Douglass was a wonderful researcher but his various ms were never 
finished to his satisfaction do his publications were limited. 





Happy New Year Eric 

lr^7iessaq^atecM2/21/2010 10:12:34 P.M Central Standard Time, 

_ H wntes: 


hHello Eric, 

Please, call me Randy. 

' he succinct answer for CT copper is New Haven minted and 
i ispected CT coppers into 1788 

i nder the "Copper Mint Company" as run by Jarvis/Broome/Platt. All 
r 3ferences to the prior 

tsam (Company for Coining Coppers) do appear to end in July 1787. 
‘ his is evidenced by 

Platt references to CT copper inspections in Oct 1787 and May 
‘ 788 as well as numerous 

I stings of wages and coining actiivity to Sept 1788. Some interesting 
( mployees, as well 

I icluding the obvious Abel Buell, but also his son, Benjamin Buell, 

< nd Jotham Fenton, who 

v /ould later be the first person in America to make a reflecting 
telescope. 

' he succint answer for Fugio coppers is less clear, but I agree with 
Damon Douglass that 

tie Fugio coppers are likely to have all been made in New Haven, as 
\ cell. At least 12,110 lbs 

c f them (which is more than the Fed accounted for) listed by the 
" Federal Mint" entries in 

t ie Platt documentation. All were shipped to New York on or before 
/ ipril 24, 1788, which 

I ;nds support to coining activity from April to September being CT 
c opper in nature. 

As you may expect, discussing the supporting evidence is a longer 
conversation. It sounds 

I ke you may have been given a copy of my C4 Boston presentation 
‘ he attached was 

\ written for the C4 Newsletter. I apologize if the style is difficult to 
rsad, I am an engineer 

t y trade and used to disseminating information rather than making 
i iteresting reading (smile) 

I would be happy to discuss supporting information in more detail. I 
c m delinquent in getting 

i II the findings into the public domain, and beg everyone's 
f irgiveness that family and job 

i itrude to slow hobby oriented research, despite one's desires. 

[lest Regards, 

Randy C. 

On Tue, Dec 21, 2010 at 3:46 PM. wrote: 

Dear Mr Clark: 

One of the complex problems I have encountered in the past was 
whether and how long the Connecticut minting facility in New 
Haven was used to coin Fugio coppers and possibly used the 
copper supply obtained from the US government by Duer for Fugio 
coinage. I would like for you to tell me what you know about this 
matter as I have been told that the few late 1787 and early 1788 






Connecticut Mint records do not appear to be reliable and may 
have been part of a cover up. You have a hot potato in your 
hands. Merry Christmas Eric P. Newman 

In a message dated 12/20/2010 8 :35:58 P.M. Central Standard 
Time, writes: 

Happy Holidays ! 

T hank you for the discussion. I will continue looking for 
nates signed by Pierpont (Pierrepont) Edwards as time 
rolls on. If I find one, I will send you a note. 

The importance of 1785-1788 era CT copper mint 
p -oponents 

Samuel Bishop, Joseph Hopkins and Pierpont Edwards 
s gning CT October 1777 dated minor notes is not 
understood. 

C ne could assume the three were in long term support of 
minor coinage, be it paper of copper, to facilitate the New 
h aven area economy. Or, one could assume it was their 
cvic responsibility in 1777 and financial opportunism in 
1 7 85. The three gentlemen were strictly legislative 
s jpporters 

a id financiers of the mint - none would involve 
tl emselves in 

day-to-day copper mint activities. Either way, it makes an 
ir teresting reason for a CT copper specialist (such as 
n lyself) 

to invest in a few paper notes. 

V/ith James Jarvis signing March 1776 NY notes - and his 
ti a in to CT copper... well, that is presumed to be 
oaportunism on his part - at least by reputation. 

E e well during the holidays and thank you for your 
n isponse. 

F andy Clark 
San Jose, CA 

A Connecticut Yankee in a Silicon Valley "Court" 

C n Mon, Dec 20, 2010 at 10:34 AM, 
wrote: 

Dear Randy Clark: 

I have never kept data on which signatures of authorized 
signers on early paper money bills have been found. My 
primary problem was whether a signer was not 
authorized, particularly on counterfeits or bills signed by 
a substitute. As you point out there were authorized 
signers who were unavailable or not needed. 

The tie in of Connecticut copper coinage 
participants and paper money signers is new to me. 

If there is any other need of yours where I can be of help 
please feel free to call on me. 

I hope you are having a happy holiday season. 

Thrive. Eric P. Newman 


In a message datecM2^£01(^^^(^.M. Central 
Standard Time, writes: 







ifello Eric, 


H 


I hope the holidays find you well 

I am an avid collector of Connecticut coppers 
and have been 

researching the area/period history for many 
years in preparation 

fc r an eventual book on the topic, Ray Williams 
ii id I were 

recently discussing mint participants who signed 
pi iper notes as 

wall (ex: James Jarvis and New York notes 
dated March 5, 1776). 

S averal CT coppers characters were authorized 
tc sign Connecticut 

nail Change Bills from an emission dated 
0:tober 11, 1777. 


Ir your book "The Early Paper Money of 
Anerica", the relevant 
si jners are: Samuel Bishop, Pierrepont 
E jwards and Joseph 

H apkins (all financiers of the Connecticut copper 
mint). 

I have found examples of notes signed by 
B shop and Hopkins, 

but have never found/seen one signed by 
P errepont Edwards. 


D d you know if examples of his notes have ever 
been found, 

oi was he simply authorized to do so (but never 
did)? 


T lank you for any insight you have on this 
topic ... and 
H appy Holidays, 


R andy Clark 
S an Jose, CA 








Subj: Re: Connecticut Paper Emission Question 

Date: 12/27/2010 11:19:24 P.M. C entral Standard Time 

From: I 

To: i 

Hi Eric, 

My use of the term "worthless" in context of Fugio valuation in 1788 was an 
overstatement. The authorized weight for copper cents in 1787 was 157.5gr. 

In July 1788, the Treasury Board decided to revalue the cent at 209.98 grains, 
which was endorsed by Congress on July 16th.This makes the coined 
Fugio coppers worth exactly 3/4ths of a cent in 1788. Not worthless, but 
certainly worth less <smile>. 

I grew up in Cheshire, CT ... just next to both New Haven and Waterbury. 

Scovill was a big company in what was the brass center of the US for 
many years. In the 19th century, Scovill was making tokens for a variety 
of uses ... making it perfectly believable the Fugio "restrike" die were 
made and stamped in Waterbury. I agree these coins should not be 
called restrikes ... probably facsimiles. 

In the presentation from C4 Boston I sent you, there are snippets 
from the Platt/Broome account book showing shipments to NYC 
of coined federal coppers and transfer of copper stock from the 
"federal" mint to the "state" mint. If you have any remaining 
reservations about Fugios being minted in New Haven, please let 
me know and we can discuss further. 

Happy New Year, 

Randy C. 

On Fri, Dec 24, 2010 at 12:52 PM, wrote: 

Dear Randy 

The Mattatuck die is a mid 19th century copy engraved by Scovill. I imaged it in my book. They found it 
after I urged them to look for it as they knew they had it but they had a change in their curatorial 
personnel and could not find it for a while. There are no known legitimate restrikes of any original 
FUGIO dies that I know of. I have urged that the word restrike be eliminated as to the very many pieces 
which are only copies or retrikes of copies but the word restrike has been used for so long as to those 
copies that the catalogers do not seem to want to change (possibly for higher value reasons). 

There is a comment you made that the Jarvis FUGIOS became worthless. By the time they were 
coined the value of copper had become depressed and FUGIO coppers were unacceptable at any 
more than similar weight state coinage (except Massachusetts copper coinage which met the Federal 
standard weight). 

I believe that the preliminary FUGIO design trial dies which Rust said he obtained in 1859 in 
Connecticut were genuine and were merely those which Jarvis had on hand and of no further use to 
him. That is another reason why I recognize the probability that the FUGIOS were struck in New 
Haven by Broome and Platt. 

When Jarvis went back to Europe after his wife died he might have been hoping that ha could change 
the mind of Boulton or someone but he was running away from his problems in America. 

As far as the shape of the Connecticut die fronts I always believed that the die breaks indicated that the 
front was round. 

Perhaps my above words are only an Xmas gift of gab. Eric 


In a message dated 12/23/2010 11:36:57 P.M. Central Standard Time,| 
writes: 



Page 2 of 6 


Hello Eric, 

I tend to focus on 18th century aspects of colonial coinage, by nature 
There are many peers and colleagues of mine who enjoy the 19th century 
and early 20th century aspects of collecting. The Horatio Rust claims 
of finding original dies seemed to have been clearly debunked, by your 
work as well as others. I believe at least one of those die are still in existence, 
recalling something about either Scovill or Mattatuck (both in Waterbury, 

CT) having one in a museum. It would be interesting to inspect a die on a 
future visit back to my home town, assuming it was accessible to the public. 

I tend to think of Betts pieces and these Fugio restrikes in the same 
fantasy category, although the Betts pieces are far more crude 

The shape of a legitimate CT copper or Fugio coining die has always been 
a mystery to me It is hoped looking at offset and double stuck coinage 
would one day help understand whether cylindrical die were used, or 
square die with either a flat or cylindrical face. One would need to understand 
the physical layout of the coining screw .. . to determine which portion of 
the screw press turned, which didn't and where/how the die was held on 
top and bottom. 

The Rust era dies were cylindrical, if memory serves correctly Perhaps it 
is known what the first federal large cent presses used for die. It is possible 
similar approaches were used at the various state and early federal mints 

I am intrigued by materials resting in your packing box full of Connecticut 
copper files. How would you describe the nature of it's contents ? 

Holidays have typically provided a necessary break from the Silicon Valley 
hustle bustle to allow time for more considered hobby work. My children 
also enjoy me being home to provide chauffeur, logistical and monetary 
support (smile). Making laptops a most necessary an appreciated appliance 

Be well, 

Randy C 

On Thu, Dec 23, 2010 at 12:26 PM wrote: 

Dear Randy 

I appreciate all of your alternates as to whether Jarvis was doing what he had to do or wanted to do 
in connection with all of the difficulties and dishonest associates he had with the FUGIO copper 
coinage.. What was then morally or legally right or wrong is as hard to determine then as it is now. 
Other facts about the Connecticut Mint that I want to be sure you know of were stated in my recent 
book on FUGIO COPPERS which Horatio Rust's writings and findings about FUGIO preliminary dies 
being located in New Haven in 1859 and supposedly found at the old Broome and Platt store. Rust 
was a promoter and either had a poor memory or lied at convenience. If you wish to comment on 
this further please do. 

As to your possible visit to St. Louis to see my museum and Connecticut file you are welcome at 
mutual convenience. 

Holiday research is right down my alley too. Eric 


In a message dated 12/23/2010 12:59:42 P.M Central Standard Time,! 
writes: 1 


Hello, Eric. 

It would be a pleasure to review the materials in your packing box of CT copper files. 
Perhpas one day I will be able to visit the St. Louis area to see the museum. 

James Jarvis and the tragic death of his wife Amelia during the winter of 1788 was written 
up in Dr. Ezra Stile's diary in quite dramatic fashion, as were eulogies in contemporary 


Tuesday. December 28. 2010 AOL: EricNumis 




Mew Haven newspapers. Dr. Stiles' account shows James Jarvis and one of Samuel 
Broome's sons riding from New York City at 3am - 90 miles to New Haven in 13 1/2 
lours - on news of her death. Dr. Stiles states "I was present at Mr. Broome's at their 
mournful arrival. It was a House of Sorrow a& Lamentation". Amelia Broome was only 
24 years old and they were preparing a voyage to London the following week. She was 
apparently much loved in the area. The Broomes and Platts entertained many dignitaries 
during the era, and certainly had a vibrant commercial business. 

Many people believe Jarvis' European trip was self imposed exile to avoid creditors 
(and it may have been the stimulus for the trip), but what a lonely man must have 
crossed the ocean that year. I prefer to view Jarvis as a tragic character, trying 
the fast track to success but often naively and associating with the wrong crowd. 

honestly believe the use of federal copper for Connecticut coinage was conducted 
as a loan of copper, on paper from his two "mints", with the intention being its 
-eplacement once a European source of much more significant quantities was 
secured. Was that risky ? Of course, in retrospect. While the intent was federal 
copper stock be coined into Fugio coinage, I suspect there was no explicit 
requirement that stock could not be otherwise employed as long as the 
federal contract delivery terms were met. I believe the Broome/Platt/Jarvis 
consortium saw ratification of the constitution coming, and understood 
their business venture into CT coinage would soon be concluding as state 
•ights to do so were eliminated. Their conclusion apparently being make 
the short term revenue off state coinage now, backfill the copper stock 
from other sources, and deliver the federal coinage afterwards. Too bad 
the Dutch financing and English planchet source for continuing federal 
coinage efforts could not be secured. 

do not see the copper use as blatantly criminal, as others in literature have 
viewed it. Many businessman take risks in investments and decision making. 

Was Jarvis' use of copper stock for CT state coinage an attempt to defraud 
the federal government ? I believe not. He documented it. His contract 
was rightfully voided by the US government for non-performance, although 
suspect congress would have extended his timing if copper had not so 
cadly devalued to make Fugio cents essentially worthless anyway. 

Did Jarvis owe the government the value of the federal copper stock ? Of 
course ... and any flight he did to avoid paying this back (if that was, in fact, 
iis reason for traveling to Europe) was certainly illegal. But the redirection 
of copper from federal to state usage - as an act -1 do not believe was 
technically illegal. 

But perhaps I have been on the left (west) coast too long and have developed a 
oleeding heart (smile). Or perhaps because I was raised only a few miles 
iorth of New Haven I wish to only see the best of local characters. 

All this Fugio investigation is an aside to my main research of the CT 
state copper contract, production and biographies. The CT and Fugio 
series are forever linked by the entwined Broome/Platt/Jarvis mints. 

Best wishes for the holidays, 

Randy C. 

On Wed, Dec 22, 2010 at 5:35 PM, wrote: 

Dear Randy: 

I presume that you have the data that James Jarvis, the head of the Fugio undertaking, 
was married to the daughter of either Broome or Platt (they were brothers in law as 
well) and so it is likely Jarvis used the family mint for his Fugio striking. His wife died near 
the time all this striking was going on I believe. I think there was some deception in what 
the Connecticut Mint was producing. 

I have a 12" by 12" by 15" packing box full of Connecticut copper files but I presume you 




have all that data already. 

Damon Douglass was a wonderful researcher but his various ms were never finished to his 
satisfaction do his publications were limited. 

Happy New Year Eric 

lr^riessag^iatecM2/21£010 10:12:34 P M Central Standard Time. 

_ H writes: 


Hello Eric, 

3 lease, call me Randy 

The succinct answer for CT copper is New Haven minted and inspected CT 
:oppers into 1788 

jnder the "Copper Mint Company" as run by Jarvis/Broome/Platt. All references 
:o the prior 

earn (Company for Coining Coppers) do appear to end in July 1787. This is 
evidenced by 

3 latt references to CT copper inspections in Oct 1787 and May 1788 as well as 
lumerous 

istings of wages and coining actiivity to Sept 1788. Some interesting employees, 
as well. 

ncluding the obvious Abel Buell, but also his son, Benjamin Buell, and Jotham 
r enton, who 

vould later be the first person in America to make a reflecting telescope. 

The succint answer for Fugio coppers is less clear, but I agree with Damon 
Douglass that 

:he Fugio coppers are likely to have all been made in New Haven as well At 
east 12,110 lbs 

af them (which is more than the Fed accounted for) listed by the "Federal Mint" 
antries in 

:he Platt documentation. All were shipped to New York on or before April 24 
1788, which 

ends support to coining activity from April to September being CT copper in 
lature. 

\s you may expect, discussing the supporting evidence is a longer conversation 
t sounds 

ike you may have been given a copy of my C4 Boston presentation. The attached 
vas 

written for the C4 Newsletter. I apologize if the style is difficult to read, I am an 
engineer 

ay trade and used to disseminating information rather than making interesting 
eading (smile). 

would be happy to discuss supporting information in more detail. I am delinquent 
n getting 

all the findings into the public domain, and beg everyone's forgiveness that family 
and job 

ntrude to slow hobby oriented research, despite one's desires 

3est Regards, 

Handy C. 

Dn Tue, Dec 21, 2010 at 3:46 PM. wrote: 

Dear Mr. Clark: 

One of the complex problems I have encountered in the past was whether and 
how long the Connecticut minting facility in New Haven was used to coin Fugio 
coppers and possibly used the copper supply obtained from the US government 






by Duer for Fugio coinage. I would like for you to tell me what you know about 
this matter as I have been told that the few late 1787 and early 1788 
Connecticut Mint records do not appear to be reliable and may have been part 
of a cover up. You have a hot potato in your hands. Merry 

Christmas Eric P. Newman 

lr^Tiessaq^ate^2/20/2010 8:35:58 P.M. Central Standard Time, 
writes: 


Happy Holidays ! 

' hank you for the discussion. I will continue looking for 
i otes signed by Pierpont (Pierrepont) Edwards as time 
lolls on. If I find one, I will send you a note. 

"he importance of 1785-1788 era CT copper mint proponents 
Samuel Bishop, Joseph Hopkins and Pierpont Edwards 
: igning CT October 1777 dated minor notes is not understood. 

One could assume the three were in long term support of 
minor coinage, be it paper of copper, to facilitate the New 
Haven area economy. Or, one could assume it was their 
civic responsibility in 1777 and financial opportunism in 
785. The three gentlemen were strictly legislative supporters 
;ind financieers of the mint - none would involve themselves in 
day-to-day copper mint activities. Either way, it makes an 
i iteresting reason for a CT copper specialist (such as myself) 
to invest in a few paper notes. 

With James Jarvis signing March 1776 NY notes - and his 
1 e in to CT copper... well, that is presumed to be 
opportunism on his part - at least by reputation. 

Be well during the holidays and thank you for your response. 

Kandy Clark 
Ban Jose, CA 

i k Connecticut Yankee in a Silicon Valley "Court" 

On Mon, Dec 20, 2010 at 10:34 AM, wrote: 

Dear Randy Clark: 

I have never kept data on which signatures of authorized signers on 
early paper money bills have been found. My primary problem was 
whether a signer was not authorized, particularly on counterfeits or 
bills signed by a substitute. As you point out there were authorized 
signers who were unavailable or not needed. 

The tie in of Connecticut copper coinage participants and paper 
money signers is new to me. 

If there is any other need of yours where I can be of help please feel 
free to call on me. 

I hope you are having a happy holiday season. Thrive. 

Eric P. Newman 


In a message dated 12/17/2010 1 1:14:16 A.M. Central Standard 
Time, writes: 

Hello Eric, 

I hope the holidays find you well. 










I am an avid collector of Connecticut coppers and have been 
researching the area/period history for many years in 
preparation 

for an eventual book on the topic. Ray Williams and I were 
recently discussing mint participants who signed paper notes 
as 

well (ex: James Jarvis and New York notes dated March 5, 
1776). 

Several CT coppers characters were authorized to sign 
Connecticut 

Small Change Bills from an emission dated October 11, 

1777. 

In your book "The Early Paper Money of America", the 
relevant 

signers are: Samuel Bishop, Pierrepont Edwards and 
Joseph 

Hopkins (all financiers of the Connecticut copper mint). 

I have found examples of notes signed by Bishop and 
Hopkins, 

but have never found/seen one signed by Pierrepont 
Edwards. 

Do you know if examples of his notes have ever been found, 
or was he simply authorized to do so (but never did) ? 

Thank you for any insight you have on this topic ... and 
Happy Holidays, 


Randy Clark 
San Jose, CA 






ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION- SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 
January 18, 2011 


Mr. William Noyes 
P.O. Box 438 

Monument Beach. MA 02555 
Dear Bill: 

This is a wakeup call for 2011 and a New Year’s greeting. You have enough duplicate bridge 
points to come back to numismatics for awhile. 

In 2008 you and Jon published my FUGIO book, which was welcomed by the public. We were 
all rushed to its completion and naturally some minor errors occurred. In due course I sent you a 
draft of additions and corrections which I have added to since then. You were to prepare one of 
two pages containing images which needed slight corrections and some text changes. 

In the meanwhile Michael McLaughlin has since published in Penny-Wise and includes the order 
of striking and other highly technical details. McLaughlin’s material will be completely 
published by Harry Salyards in Penny-Wise in a few months from now. Salyards has agreed to 
publish the additions and corrections to our original book and welcomes doing so. I do not plan 
to comment on McLaughlin’s work except to mention what it includes. 

Please complete your work as promptly as you can. If you have any questions or need further 
copies of what I sent you, please ask. I will be glad to send you my revised additions and 
corrections if you wish to see them. I will also send them to Jon for approval if he wishes. 

My best to you. 



Eric P. Newman, Pres. 



Subj: Re: Connecticut Paper Emission Question 

Date 1/23/2011 2:19:59 P M Central Standard Time 
From: ~! 

To: 

Dear Eric, 

My apologies for being early on birthday wishes Somewhere I got the 
wrong information, but those wishes will be more appropriate in no 
time at all. 


Regarding Fugios and the Connecticut paper emission of 1777 you 
have answered all my inquiries. For that I am greatly appreciative. 

I have requested the ANS to send me Damon Douglas' weight 
specifics from when he borrowed the entire Bank of New York 
Fugio holdings for collecting statistics (approx 1600 pieces) When 
that information is available, I will forward it to you. 


Thank you for all your assistance and support. There are no open 
items. If there is something I can help you with in the future, please 
do not hesitate to inquire 


Best Regards, 

Randy Clark 

On Sun, Jan 23, 2011 at 11 38 AM, wrote: 

Dear Randy: 

In your message dated 1/22/11 you wished me a happy birthday or more This is four months ahead of 
time but thanks in advance if I make it. 

I was just reading Taxay on another matter and I noticed that he says the Fugios were worth only a half 
cent each after some of them were ready and so Royal Flint got involved to try to make money on the 
situation He thus suffered a further loss by borrowing from the Bank of New York and put up his 
FUGIOS as collateral .He ended up in debtor' prison. 

Is there something further I am to do for you? Eric 


In 


a message dated 1/22/2011 3:30:15 P.M. Central Standard Time,[ 


writes: 


Dear Eric, 

Happy Birthday to You ! 

Best Wishes for Many More to Come, 

Randy Clark 

On Mon, Dec 27, 2010 at 5:20 PM, Auctori Connec wrote 

Hi Eric, 


My use of the term "worthless" in context of Fugio valuation in 1788 was an 
overstatement The authonzed weight for copper cents in 1787 was 157.5gr 
In July 1788, the Treasury Board decided to revalue the cent at 209 98 grains, 
which was endorsed by Congress on July 16th.This makes the coined 
Fugio coppers worth exactly 3/4ths of a cent in 1788 Not worthless, but 
certainly worth less <smile>. 

I grew up in Cheshire, CT just next to both New Haven and Waterbury 
Scovill was a big company in what was the brass center of the US for 
many years In the 19th century, Scovill was making tokens for a variety 
of uses making it perfectly believable the Fugio "restrike" die were 
made and stamped in Waterbury I agree these coins should not be 
called restrikes probably facsimiles. 




Subj: Re: Fixed page for Fugio book 

Date: 7/29/2011 9:11:21 A. M. Central Daylight Time 

From: I 

To: |_| 

Dear Eric, 

Please find attached a fixed page for the wrongly attributed Fugio 
the book. 

If there is anything else you need please ask. 

Hope your 100th celebration was as wonderful.. 

-- Jon 



Newman - 9 T 



W crosses circle 
touching S 


Crack rim K7 


First E left 
of second 


E (WE) 
doubled at top 


R high and 
evenly 
spaced 
between A 
and E 

Last E high and 
leaning left 


Left top of U recut 

Rosette below space 

Last S high between N and E 

followed by a dash 

72217 


OBVERSE: 9 (Q, P, S, T) Left top of U recut. Last S high followed by a dash. Ornament over left 
upright of I. Die doubling on inside edge of base at Roman numeral V. Always cracked from lower serif of 
crossbar of F in Fugio to lower serif of base on into field. 

C. Solid double clashing most evident thru date. 


REVERSE: T (7, 10, 9, 17, 7) STATES left - UNITED right. W crosses circle touching S. R high 
and evenly spaced between A and E. Last E high leaning left. Rosette below space between N and E. First E 
left of second. All seen have double crack rim K7 into ring 9. E (WE) doubled at top. E (WE) doubled at top. 

B. Double crack rim K7 into ring 9. Arc crack rim K11 between rings 12 and 13 to rim K10. 
(Occurs first with obverse 7, but rarely visible on 10 T, 9 T or 17 T.) 








